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0 6 J 
thoſe, who have explained, with moder: 
ſeveral parts of our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution. But ſomething 
may remain: to be done hereafter. In the mean time ſome dif- 
ficulties may perhaps be removed, which have ariſen from too: 
rigid an interpretation of our ſubſcriptions and declarations: of 
conformity. They have been interpreted too rigidly. by zealots 
on both fides, with different deſigns :. by ſome. among. our 
friends, leſt they ſhould be thought luke-warm in defence of 
the church: by many among our enemies, that the compliange i 

required of them might appear the leſs . nee Soft) 


* 
+2 * 


Pon, » . 


Bor while both parties have \perfiſhil in this rigour, „ boch 
have ſuffered by it. The Diſſenters, have been rendered ob- 
ſtinate, in matters perfectly inſignificant. They continue to 
debaſe religion with thoſe frivolous diſputes, which: had been 
long ago forgot;-if it had not been ſuppoſed neceſſary for every 
man to determine them, before he could aſſent to our liturgy. 
Among us ſome few examples have been known of honeſt, but 
miſtaken, men, who, tho educated for the miniſtry, have re- 
fuſed to comply with the terms of admiſſion into it. Others 
perhaps there are, not. leſs unhappy, who, having neither un- 
derſtanding to clear their doubts, nor courage to own them, 
are prevailed on by worldly motives to aſſent without conviction. . 

It may enable us to remove ſome of their ſcruples, and vindi- 
cate our church, which has-impoſed, and ourſelves, who haye- 
ſubmitted to theſe conditions; if we obſerve carefully their na- 
ture and extent, and examine how far Our opinions are reſtrain- 
ed by them. Such an enquiry, when confined to a diſcourſe 
of this kind, muſt be very general. But a very general en quiry - 
will be ſufficient to ſhew, that great liberty is left for a differs. 
ence of judgments, in matters either not plain, or not impor- 
tant; ſo great indeed; that one might reaſonably hope it would! 
extend to every man, whoſe. I are not eee 
our church or nation. 
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7 III. not enter here . with thoſe; who, onthe. 
ing themſelves ſervants of Jeſus Chriſt, and members of the, 
Catholic church, aſſert Geir freedom from all human impoſi- 
tions, and will not ſubmit to any terms of communion; like 


him, who refuſed to be be a citizen of Athens, becauſe he 


was already a citizen of the world. Should a man adhere to 
this principle, he could never join in any public worſhip. 


Not only the times, and places, and ceremonies of it, but the 


words alſo, muſt either be appointed by common conſent, or 
choſen by him, who preſides in each congregation. And that 
conſcience muſt be ſtrangely perverſe, which can ſubmit to 
the directions of a ſingle perſon, and not to the authority of 
the public. I ſhall therefore preſume, that a liturgy. may be 


preſcribed. And if it is preſcribed, it is plainly neceſſary, that 


ſuch as are appointed to officiate publicly, ſhould. conform to 


it. And he, who can honeſtly,conform, may honeſtly declare 55 
his reſolution to do ſo. Thus the enquiry, which a man is 
obliged to make, before he can aſſent to the uſe of our litur- 


gy,⸗ and promiſe to officiate himſelf according. to it, is redu- 
ced to narrow limits. If it requires him to profeſs doctrines 5 
vrhich he does not believe; or if he judges either the whole, 


or its principal parts to be vain, trifling, or ſuperſtitious; his 
aſſent will be ſinful. But unleſs ſincerity forbids the uſe of 


this ſervice, or the' main purpoſes of religion demand another, 
whatever difficulties may be e n ſhould have little 
influence on his determination. ola it 7 5 


1 


To the e oat of this queſtion ſome 1 may 


be applied, which ſhall be abs preſentiy on our articles of 
faith. Let us only remark here, that it is confined almoſt en- 
tirely to the creeds ; that it has no concern in the iſſue of any 
F. a which have been raiſed about the truth of various 


aſſerted, e the ſervice, or 
| 1 rubrics. 


P. 
4 
b 
" 
F 
. 
ö 
4 
Fi 
Y 
E 
* 
1 


BF eh entoanged 
- _— 
— — I 
* * 


i 
8 


= DUEL UWA i rt </_ nt 2c Fe 5, FRG, 


may Heatly and nene e it. 


i on any yet, nothing nn ſo dith 


bn] T ml 
rubrics, If, for inſtance,” the enquirer doubts, whether Lake: _ 
the phyſician, was alſo the evangeliſt ; or knows, that, 'after _ 
all the corrections of the ableſt aſtronomers, the rules for 
finding Eaſter, are not perfectly. conſiſtent, theſe will be no 
reaſons againſt his conformity. To give a title to a faint, or a- 
king, which perhaps might not properly: belong to him; or to 
celebrate a feſtiyal rather accor to the decree of a pope, 
than a council; will hardly diſguſt a man of the niceſt con- 
ſcience: unleſs it is ſuppoſed to contain a declaration of his 
judgment. But his aſſent is to be given to the uſe, not the 
truth of the liturgy; and cannot be underſtood to extend far- 
ther, than to an approbation of the doctrines, which/it openly 
profeſſes, or with which it has an evident and neceſſaty con- 
nexion. Thus the law, which requires his aſſent, explains 
it; thus common ſenſe requires it to be explained. N - 
ever aſks concerning a petition, or a rule, whetheritbe true; 
but whether it be decent, proper, reaſonable, uſeful. If ſuch 
be our public ſervice, we may do were in nt n w 


Bur even this part of its be day 3 8 
amined top ſcrupulouſly. We meet with demands on one fide, 


and boaſts on the other, of ſuch perfection, as never was found. 


nor Hrs ve ever r will de in any human omann. W 


a notion many u ned; ada they mult Ki n 


thing, in the worſhip of God, which is not perfect: a notion 


connected indeed with an important truth, that our public 


adorations ſhould be performed with all the purity and folear- 
nity, which the wiſeſt can deviſe; but ſtrained to a pernicious | 
error, that every defect, which the weakeſt may imagine, will 
juſtify a refuſal to join in them. Nothing you over auien 


"ad which, after time * e was and FR | 
ble of improvement: and yet there are many religious books, a 
which the moſt cautious might venture to recommend. Even 
in the holy Scripture itſelf, ſome portions have been thought 
leſs proper to be publicly read; and yet no Chriſtian wil. 
ſcruple to declare, that it is profitable. | for reproof, for exhor- 
tation, for inſtruction in righteouſnels. Why then is the liturgy 


to be rejected, for want of that imaginary perfection, which 
ho book, not even the book of God, bas ever obtained? 5 


Bor i may perhaps 8 be e bed. chat the difficulties ariſe 
not from the want of ſome ps excellency, but from real 
blemiſhes ; from blemiſhes, which have been obſerved lon g ago, 
and their remedies propoſed. Be it that you are thus convin- 
ced. But i is there in our liturgy any abſurdity fo glaring, as to 
be viſible to exery eye? Is there any impiety ſo monſtrous, as 
to ſhock e every deyout worſhipper ? Our moſt ſcrupulous adver- 
faries never pretended i it. Their complaints relate chiefly to thoſe 
appointments, in which there was the greateſt room for a 
difference in mens judgment. or fancy. Of, what length tho 
Public ſervice ſhould be, into how many parts it may conve- 
niently be divided, what paſſages of the Scriptures ou 28 to be 
intermixed with it, how often ſome of our moſt important pe- 
titions may be repeated, either in the ſame, or a different 
form; theſe, and ſuch as cheſe, are the matters in controver- 
ſy : matters of ſo uncertain a nature, that it might be difficult 
to find two thinking men, if even thinking men were not 
guided by faſhion, „ who would determine 2 exactly alike. 
I muſt therefore often. happen, that they, who will not with- 
draw themſelves from all reli gious aſſemblies,” will be obliged 
to comply with forms, mich. they do not wholly approve. 

The fame anſwer may be given in all diſputes concerning the 
ceremonies obſerved in public worthip. Whether it be more 
decent on one occaſion for tes; hos another, 

* for 


wt 


7 


(010 
for the people to ſit, can never be Sete by any prinei- 
ples of reaſon. The greateſt part of mankind always think 
that ceremony right, to which they have been accuſtomed, 
Nor are they much miſtaken. For in matters of this fort no- 
thing ! is plainly wrong, but change. But whether the point 
in diſpute be of greater or of leſs importance, capable of be- 
ing exactly defined or not; yet he, who, without public autho- 
rity, aſſumes to himſelf the determination of it, aſſumes a power, 
which every man might claim with equal reaſon, and which, if 
every man ſhould exerciſe, all N worſhip m totally ceaſe. 


« . In other caſes ſimilar to this which we are cri; 

men do not perplex themſelves with the ſame difficulties. It 
g was never agreed, what is the moſt convenient form of civil 
government. Vet except ſome few, whoſe enthuſiaſm has ap- 
proached to madneſs, all have without ſeruple ſubmitted to 
every form; while it anſwered i in any degree the principal pur- 
poſes of its inſtitution. The laws of particular countries or ſo- 
cieties oblige us in many inſtances, where the law of nature | 
has left us at liberty ; nay, they often oppole the law of nature, 
where its commands are either obſcure or not important. Yet 
theſe things offend no man's conſcience. We not only conſent 

to be governed by imperfect or unreaſonable laws, without fear 4 
of diſpleaſing God; but are ready to declare that conſent when=— 
ever it is demanded. Nor let it be pretended, that the affairs of = 
civil life are more indifferent, or more ſubje& to human pru- 
dence, than thoſe of religion. The virtue and knowledge and 
happineſs of a people certainly depend as much on the form 
of their governiment, and the nature of their laws, as on the 
ceremonies of their public worſhip. Let the deciſion there- 
fore · in both caſes proceed on the fame principles; and then 
every man, who thinks our liturgy a pious and uſeful, tho not . 
a aw ſervice, will think himſelf obliged to conform to it. + 5 
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1 0 theſe reaf 
4 mel: not to intimate, Mat of all thediffieultics, which 


our adverſaries have We together, any part remains unre- 


moved; but to convince them, that the removal was more 
than they could reaſonably demand: it not being a condition 
of union in our church, that even its miniſters ſhould ack now- 
ledge every thing in the public ſervice, to be exactly what is 
beſt and fitteſt. Nothing more is required of them, but to pro- 
feſs by words, what they profeſs in the ſtrongeſt manner, by * 
their entrance into the miniſtry ; that in their minds they al- 
ſent to, and will follow in their practice the preſcribed forms - 


of prayer. So that the true meaning of this declaration muſt - 


have been miſtaken, 15 has ver driven. — our . 
communion. 15 


"Bas or other ſubſcription is to be underſtood in en 
manner. Our articles of religion are not merely articles of 
peace. They are deſigned alſo as a teſt of our opinions. For 
ſince it cannot be imagined, that men ſhould explain with clear- 
neſßs, or enforce with earneſtneſs, or defend with accuracy of 
judgment, ſuch doctrines as they do not believe; the church 


5 requires of thoſe, who are appointed to teach religion, a ſolemn 
declaration of their faith. Nor is it more unreaſonable to ex- 
clude a man from this office, who, through error, unavoidable, 


ſuppoſe, and innocent error, is unfit to execute it; than to de- 
ny him a civil employment, for which he is accidentally dif- 
qualifi 

He 3 who Allens ta our os muſt "I exa- 
mined them, and be convinced of their truth. But their truth - 
perhaps might have been obſcured with fewer doubts and diffi- 3 
culties, had men attended to the proper method of interpreting * 


them. It cannot appear ſtrange, that there ſhould be rules of in- 


n e to theſe writings, when thedeſign of inter- 
culiar. We are not here eee to diſcover · 


* 1 


what was meant by che writers, but v 
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aby the readers For every ſincere man, who Tale a 6 de. 


Lo 


claration, will conſider it as meaning, what it in ute 2 
ceived to mean. I will not add, by thoſe, w. ho require” this 
declaration; not by the governors of the Gch, becauſe they 


cannot Properly be ſaid to require that, which they have 9 


authority to diſpenſe with or alter; not by the legiſlature, be- 
cauſe their ſenſe we ſhall never be able to determine, but b 
the general voice of learned men n, the! nation.” 15 5 


Bur if our witicles are to be thus i 0h l 


be rendered uncertain and uſeleſs by a variety of inconſiſtent 
ſenſes? Where ſhall we fix the ſtandard: of public opinion? | 
Will not every whimſical interpreter find fone followers, 
whom he may call the learned of the nation; and give the 
colour of public authority to his own inventions? Without 
doubt the method propoſed admits ſome variety of i interpreta- 


tions. And what other does not? The larger its compaſs is, 


the more honeſt men will it comprehend ; and perhaps there 
. is no danger, even in times of the greateſt freedom and can- 


dor, that it ſhould become too wide. But what its limits'ought 
to be, is no part of our enquiry. It is ſufficient if we can de- 
termine what they are; what difference of judgments is al- 


| lowed among thoſe, who may, nevertheleſs, by pr tone 
Toure in the ſame an of their faith. 


* 


5 Aub e an date i is pee in ſuch 0 terms, | 


as will fairly contain ſeveral particular opinions; there certain- 


ly it is ſufficient for him, who ſubſcribes, to be convinced, 
chat ſome one of thoſe opinions is true. To confirm this, if 


it be not too evident to receive any confirmation, it has been 
aid, that this latitude of expreffion was choſen, on purpoſe _ 


to admit, within the pale of the church, men of various s and 
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: ry +/Cultorn ſtom can f expre A 
fions, or give. hem deen meaning... And where the — of 
 ſenſs is Ones the received. another, the ſites he ere. 2 
to uſe them. in either. That he: may. underftar nd them ihtheir * _* 4 
moſt (pions and, primitive fignification,. will e | 


That — may underfan then, as they are aſually underi 
Cannot be denied, unleſs we alſo: deny the meaning of de . 
to be, arbitrary. and, cha! geable. T hat payment is honeſtly 
made, which is reckoned according to the value the money now. * . Þ 
bears, however it may have varied ſince its firſt coinage. And 1 
truth is then fairly ſpoken, when each e preſfion has the full. 4 
weight for which it generally paſſes. Nor are theſe changes 3 
of the ſenſe; unuſual, even in our. moſt folemn forms. The 
paſſages of the Pſalms, or other Scriptures, | which make a part 
of our daily devotions, cannot always be applied by every 
N as they were by the writers. And yet nothing could 
be more contemptible, than to object to them on this account. 
How unjuſt then is the chargg brought againſt the Engliſh · 
clergy, that, having departed from the meaning of their articles, 
they all continue to ſubſcribe what none believes. The accuſa- « 
tion is not only falſe, but the crime impoſſible. That cannot 
be the ſenſe of any declaration, which no one imagines to be 'F 
the ſenſe ; nor can that interpretation be | erroneous, which all 1 
have received. With whatever violence it was at firſt introdu- be 
ced, yet poſſeſſion i is always a ſufficient title; and a long and _— 
. een renders that title indiſputable. 1 _ 
1 1 Tuis, =_ 
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is given to the articles: to ſhew, that it was never conceive 


of adding to it Rill remains. It muſt be uſed indeed with cau-' 


moral rules, which are nevertheleſs both reaſonable and uſeful : 


ture to add 8 obſervation on this ſubject, tho it may be 


* ** ” ”_ * } 
. 


Tuts, lodees, is more 45 it . laim. Doubt - 
ful pretenſions in theſe diſputes are equivalent to the deareſt, * 
It is ſufficient to juſtify the uſe of any explanation, that it has 
been openly declared, and not generally condemned. And there: 
fore when an article has been underſtood, by good and learned  - | 


interpreters, in a ſenſe neither the moſt obvious, nor the moſt 


uſual ; he, who aſſents to it, is at liberty to follow. their guid- 4 

ance, or to join himſelf to the multitude. When the expreſſi- 

ons he muſt uſe, are ambiguous, (and they are made ambigu- 

ous by different explanations of them) what he affirms, is in 

part unknown ; and ſo far as it is unknown cannot be falſe. 

They, who believe him to have departed from the truth, * 

blame his want of een, not his want of e 30 
8 uſe may be made of this variety 0 interpretations 1 

It t may help to explain the nature and force of that aſſent, which = 


to have ſo much rigour, as would exclude all ons oe ic 
from theology. For as new diſcoveries have ſprung up, new 
explanations have been gradually framed and adapted to them; 
and almoſt every commentator has added ſomething to the 


common ſtock. And if among this great variety, a free en- 
quirer ſhould not find all his own opinions, the ſame liberty 


tion. But every minute difference will not oblige him to diſſent; 
becauſe for the ſame reaſon every interpreter of our articles, 
and perhaps every thinking man, mann, diſſented. aids. bets: 
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Tur liberty here mentioned is ſuch as cannot de procifehp 
marked out, and is therefore liable to abuſe. But ſo are many: 


ſo are all the rules of civil liberty, which are yet of the great- - 
eſt importance to the happineſs of mankind. And I ſhall ven- 
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beginning to exerciſe his reaſon.” It is 


not neceſſary, that theſe diſtinctions ſhould be made by public 


authority. The common ſenſe of mankind will introduce 
them. But many of them, who are called upon to ſubſcribe, 
it is urged, have neither the age nor the learning neceſſary to 


make them competent judges of ſuch-abſtruſe points; _ 
weakneſs is impoſed upon; they aſſent before they have ex- 
amined. And without queſtion theſe nice caſuiſts could as 


eaſily have ſhewn the impiety of teaching children the ereed. 
A public confeſſion of our faith, they might ſay, is a ſolemn 
thing; ſome parts of it they will not underſtand till aſter many 


years, ſome perhaps never. All this would he very true, but x 


very trifling. Every one peticeives, chat a creed in the mouths - 
of children is not a teſtimony of their aſſet: On ſuch ſubjects 
they are unable to ſpeak. either truth or falſhood. ' But from 


them, who have advanced a little farther into life, a little 


more may be expected. They may acknowledge themſelves 
members of the church of England; and declare, that they 
have no objection to her articles, but a general belief of them 


grounded on the authority of others. And nothing farther, 


I ſuppoſe, does any man conceive to be meant 105 their ſub- 
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Or were men found equally moderate and 
our firſt reformers; yet would not a con 
ed be for that reaſon leſs flexible? Time itſelf ſeems to! 
for us'much of 'that eaſe we enjoy. 5 
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